Jo Bartosch:        Well, firstly thank you for coming (laughs). Um, so, three years ago, I wouldn't have associated, um, with someone who holds the views that I do now. And standing here to warn about the threat, uh, to women's rights, and trans-activism would have just seemed ludicrous.
                    I've always been an activist, and at about the time that keyboard warriors like Owen Jones, Laurie Penny, were sitting their Oxford entrance [00:00:30] exam I was camping in fields outside air bases, uh, to try and stop military industrial complex. That type of thing, uh, as well. Um, so it's a really weird experience to find myself at the receiving end of abuse from people I would have previously thought of as fellow travellers and comrades. And, uh, this is a poster that I made for a feminist fundraiser. And in it you can see that I've made connection between Caitlyn [00:01:00] Jenner and Christabel Pankhurst. And I'm afraid I ... I knew nothing of Jenner, besides from being on the cover of Vogue. And this was a crass piece of virtue-seeking on my part. 
                    So, a friend had the courage to challenge me about this statement. And that's what really made me start to question the dominant narrative, and what I thought I knew about the social and psychological phenomenon of transgenderism. 
                    So, she [00:01:30] simply asked me what it was that made both me and Caitlyn Jenner women? And any answer to this question was bent in disgust that she would be so cruel about what I knew to be someone who must've suffered extreme prejudice from being trapped in the wrong body. And my reaction was so emotional and so visceral, I didn't immediately stop to question either the lack of biological proof or the inherent sexism that underpins the wrong body [00:02:00] narrative.
                    So looking back, I can see there's a certain irony in the defence of, um, in my defence for Jenner's womanhood. I was unaware that I was actually absolutely in accordance with my socialisation as a nice girl. Um, nonetheless, she's over a nasty woman [inaudible 00:02:16]. So, I love this quote and I'll continue with the quote now. Um, from Shirley Chisholm, because I've noticed that many of most zealous defenders of [00:02:30] trans rights are young women. And I think this speaks volumes about what's expected of girls and women in this society. Where we're expected to look after the vulnerable.
                    So when we see trans people in the media, the narrative is always that brave individual battling a hostile world. And indeed, perhaps at a deeper level, it appeals because we recognise how hard it is to navigate a safe passage through manmade structures. Moreover, there is an undeniable connection [00:03:00] between having poor mental health and identifying as intersex. So, I think because of our ... our socialisation as caregivers, young women are particularly susceptible to the idea that they must protect and champion the big, the rights of this special group.
                    So before I get stuck in (laughs), er, I think it's important to clarify terms. So for feminists, it might mean sex and gender have no sticking rules. The form of [inaudible 00:03:32] [00:03:30] biology, see boobs, see flaps, and lack of the sexist stereotypes. So, for example, I know that as a woman I feel more comfortable facing you all now wearing makeup. Covering up my face to look prettier is conforming to my sex stereotype socialisation, or my gender.
                    So trans activists are very fond of saying, gender isn't between the legs, it's in the brain. As feminists we know this, but we ask, who put it in the brain? Who put sex stereotypes and gender in our brain? And in a world where more than ever girls are taught their value lies in being appealing to men, and pornography normalises male aggression, gender is as inescapable as it is crushing for women and girls.
                    And when, er ... when trans activists say, "I've always felt like a man", or "I've always felt like a woman", what is it that they're actually saying? To suggest that certain interests, ways of thinking, or clothing preferences, are inherently male or female, is limiting, and it's aggressive. 
                    In a world without sexist stereotypes, there would be no need to transgender because regardless of what body one happens to be born in, people would understand that interests, their clothing, their behaviours, they're expressions of personality. And they are not evidence of being born in the wrong body. So it should be remembered that despite Lisa May's bold assertion in Pink News last year that being transgender is not a mental illness, there is no evidence to support the notion that it is possible to be born into the wrong body. Nobody's body is wrong. 
                    So when I'm asked on [00:04:00] questionnaires, as the Labour Party are currently doing, whether I identify as a woman, I am insulted. I do not [00:05:00] identify as a woman, I simply am. No one identifies with the lower pay, with the daily experience of being belittled, harassed, or spoken over by men. I do not identify to a one in five chance of being sexually assaulted. I do identify to the one in five chance of being stalked, or one in three chance of being [00:05:30] a relationship with a man where I experience domestic violence. And to suggest that any woman does should be recognised as the insult that it is.
                    So when man well-meaning, from, spout nonsense like gender is a spectrum, they probably think they're being progressive. Gender is neither a spectrum, nor an identity. It is a hierarchy, with men at the top and women at the bottom. Moreover, it is the erotization of female submission. I strongly suspect that when these men, [00:06:00] when these, bleh ... when those who have lived their lives benefiting from male privilege come out as trans women, quite often after having fathered children, and declare that they want to live as women, they don't mean taking on the burden of caring for family members. Or indeed, enjoying a weekend of DIY, like I enjoy. For many, it is about the accoutrements of femininity, and men's perception of the sexual power that women apparently wield. 
                    So how have we got here? So there are of a course a few people with the rare condition of gender dysphoria. But this does not apply to most of those who declare themselves to be transgender. In fact, as of 2015, only five percent of trans identifying people [00:06:30] in the UK had sought mental treatment. And only 20 percent plan to do so in the future. And I've chosen these slides here because I think they're quite revealing about male socialisation. 
                    So, women have suffered a history of being silenced and shamed for speaking about our bodies. And yet, here, two trans women who have [00:07:00] benefited from a lifetime of being socialised as male, one of whom was recently on Woman's Hour, have a senior position as experts on womanhood. And as with trans activists, they are claiming it is transphobic to equate women's bodies with womanhood, despite the fact that across the world, women are raped, beaten by men, subjected to female genital mutilation, forced failing, on honour based violence, and countless thousands die in childbirth precisely because we inhabit female bodies. Some aren't even born [00:07:30] before they are discriminated against on the basis of their female biology. In India, there are an estimated 63 million missing females, due to sex selective abortion and cultural preference for boys.
                    Reducing that to an irrelevance to spare the feelings of those who find the performance of femininity to be liberating, is grotesquely sadistic, and mainly entertained by those with the most privilege to do so.
                    So, um ... regardless of the fact that I'd begun to realise, that those who claim to be women might not be, I felt [00:08:00] like it's only polite to respect the identity of transgender people, and I was aware of the statistics about high suicide rates, and I was worried that I would exacerbate something in a vulnerable group, if I didn't accept and validate the identities that trans people presented. What changed my mind, was when I began to notice male crimes reported as committed as females. And it was about this point that, um ... my idea of, of, I'd realised that my idea of I saw as transgender was out of date.
                    So the transgender umbrella, which you can see up there on the top left, top right, [00:08:30] um ... was promoted, as promoted by the EU LGBT organisations in the UK, includes cross dressers, with no distinction between those who dress in women's clothes for sexual arousal, and those who suffer from dysphoria. As often mentioned, the overwhelming majority of trans people have not had, and are not seeking, any medical treatment. So I've chosen these, er ... these three charmers here as they're all trans women who are known to the South West.
                    The first is convicted rapist Davina Ayrton, he, and I [00:09:00] make no apologies for not respecting his pronouns, er ... was not sent to a female prison, because he doesn't have gender recognition certificate. The second is Jasmine Hill, a paedophile who was found grooming boys online. This was a crime that was reported as having been committed by a woman. The final one you might recognise, that's Tara Hudson. There was a huge and well publicised campaign to have Tara moved to a women's prison, and Tara is now suing the Home Office after claiming to have [00:09:30] suffered harassment while in a male prison. What didn't make quite so many headlines is that Tara Hudson was a fully intact biological male boasting an advertisement for escort services of his seven and a half inch penis. So, a biological male, a repeat offender, who was convicted of a violent crime, was moved to a women's prison where it is known that the vast majority of women in prison have suffered violence at the hands of men.
                    [00:10:00] So, just last week, there were a slew of hand wringing articles about Marie Dean. I don't know if anyone saw it? That's a trans woman who doesn't have any gender recognition certificate in a male prison. And Dean is currently on hunger strike at protest at being imprisoned with men. And this was reported in The Observer and The Guardian, none of which saw fit to reference that Dean had a history of not just a burglary, but a breaking into the rooms of teenage girls in order to masturbate [00:10:30] into their underwear. Dean also had 60, er ... convictions, previous convictions. Some relating to images of child abuse. And there is already a petition circulating to have this poor, vulnerable, trans woman moved to a women's prison.
                    And these aren't isolated incidents. Statistics clearly demonstrate that male pattern violence does not change when their [inaudible 00:10:55] does. And it is worth bearing in mind, those convicted are also a tiny fraction of the actual numbers committing crime. [00:11:00] So when you consider that many trans women will seek out women only space to validate their identities, the scale of the problem begins to emerge.
                    And this is particularly concerning with regard to women's prisons, as the male [inaudible 00:11:13] comprises of 95 percent of the prison population. So even if just a small number of men decided to identify as women, this would have a huge impact on women's prisons. And it was ... it was this realisation that brought it home to me, that gender identity is not just a matter of an individual's internal sense of [00:11:30] self. It has real and lasting consequences for society. And in particular, for those who are more vulnerable, and those are the women who depend upon single sex services.
                    So, in conclusion. So, in conclusion, I think deep down most of us know the truth. We know that trans women are men, and we know that trans men are women. And, in order to spare discomfort, it just seems polite to bury our misgivings and indeed to ignore the material [00:12:00] reality. If I have not convinced you of what I've said this evening, what should make every single one of us here tonight concerned, is the way the debate is being stifled and censored. Go back to my opening comments, I'm, I'm a left-wing, bisexual feminist. I'm not a Neo-Nazi, yet the venue of tonight couldn't, couldn't be publicised until the very last minute. 
                    And there's a real Stalinist group thinking emerging across the left, I'm ... I'm a Labour Party member, and I know of women in the party [00:12:30] who have been suspended for saying nothing more controversial than women do not have penises. And a friend of mine who is um, here tonight, is being investigated by the police for making factual comments on Twitter than offended a transgender lobby group. 
                    And as a journalist, I've lost work, I've come under pressure to retrospectively change articles, and ... that I've already written, so as not to offend. I told them to bugger off, but, I've been asked. And there is a long and shameful history of silencing women. And to my mind, the transgender is a new form of this age old oppression. And I am thankful to have had the opportunity to speak here tonight, and I hope [00:13:00] in doing so I've encouraged some of you to have the courage to question and speak up, because that's what changed mind, it was just a small conversation.
                    I also want to, to remind everybody, that if we cannot talk about the reality of our sex bodies, as women. Then sexism itself will become unmentionable. 